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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
March 4, 1998

Dearlllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Or-
ganization and Programs’’ in title IV of the
Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104–107), relating to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion (KEDO).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; and Robert
L. Livingston, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Payments to Cuba
March 4, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
This report is submitted pursuant to

1705(e)(6) of the Cuban Democracy Act of
1992, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6) (the ‘‘CDA’’), as
amended by section 102(g) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104–
114 (March 12, 1996), 110 Stat. 785, 22
U.S.C. 6021–91 (the ‘‘LIBERTAD Act’’),
which requires that I report to the Congress
on a semiannual basis detailing payments
made to Cuba by any United States person
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services authorized by this sub-
section.

The CDA, which provides that tele-
communications services are permitted be-
tween the United States and Cuba, specifi-
cally authorizes the President to provide for
payments to Cuba by license. The CDA
states that licenses may be issued for full or
partial settlement of telecommunications
services with Cuba, but may not require any
withdrawal from a blocked account. Follow-

ing enactment of the CDA on October 23,
1992, a number of U.S. telecommunications
companies successfully negotiated agree-
ments to provide telecommunications serv-
ices between the United States and Cuba
consistent with policy guidelines developed
by the Department of State and the Federal
Communications Commission.

Subsequent to enactment of the CDA, the
Department of the Treasury’s Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC) amended the
Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R.
Part 515 (the ‘‘CACR’’), to provide for spe-
cific licensing on a case-by-case basis for cer-
tain transactions incident to the receipt or
transmission of telecommunications between
the United States and Cuba, 31 C.F.R.
515.542(c), including settlement of charges
under traffic agreements.

The OFAC has issued eight licenses au-
thorizing transactions incident to the receipt
or transmission of telecommunications be-
tween the United States and Cuba since the
enactment of the CDA. None of these li-
censes permits payments to the Government
of Cuba from a blocked account. For the pe-
riod July 1 through December 31, 1997,
OFAC-licensed U.S. carriers reported pay-
ments to the Government of Cuba in settle-
ment of charges under telecommunications
traffic agreements as follows:

AT&T Corporation (for-
mally, American Tele-
phone and Telegraph
Company) ......................... $11,991,715

AT&T de Puerto Rico ......... 298,916
Global One (formerly,

Sprint Incorporated) ........ 3,180,886
IDB WorldCom Services,

Inc. (formerly, IDB Com-
munications, Inc.) ............ 4,128,371

MCI International, Inc.
(formerly, MCI Commu-
nications Corporation) ..... 4,893,699

Telefonica Larga Distancia
de Puerto Rico, Inc. ........ 105,848

WilTel, Inc. (formerly,
WilTel Underseas Cable,
Inc.) ................................... 5,608,751
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WorldCom, Inc. (formerly,
LDDS Communications,
Inc.) ................................... 2,887,684

$33,095,870

I shall continue to report semiannually on
telecommunications payments to the Gov-
ernment of Cuba from United States per-
sons.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 4, 1998.

Remarks Announcing the Selection
of Lieutenant Colonel Eileen M.
Collins, USAF, as the First Woman
Space Mission Commander
March 5, 1998

I’m getting my facts straight. [Laughter]
First of all, let me say that Hillary and I are
delighted to have all of you here. The story
Hillary told about her fascination with space
is not apocryphal; it is real. I heard it a long
time before I ever thought she would be tell-
ing it before a microphone. And so this is
a thrilling day for us.

I want to thank Dan Goldin and all the
people at NASA for doing an absolutely su-
perb job. Thank you, Colonel Collins, for
your remarks and your example. To the
Members of Congress who are here, Con-
gressman Houghton and Representatives
Jackson Lee, Eddie Bernice Johnson, and
Zoe Lofgren, thank you for your support. I
want to thank my Science Adviser, Jack Gib-
bons, as well as Sally Ride and Jean Phelan,
a pioneer aviator, who are here.

Let me also say that Colonel Collins’ hus-
band is also a pilot, and when she introduced
him to me, she said, ‘‘He’s not only a pilot,
he’s a scratch golfer; he’s better than you
are.’’ [Laughter] And after a brief conversa-
tion, we actually concluded it was more likely
that I would go into space than that I would
ever be as good as he is. [Laughter]

Forty years ago, Life magazine introduced
America’s first astronauts to the world, noting
that the seven Mercury astronauts were
picked from, quote, ‘‘the same general
mold.’’ They were all military pilots. They

were all in their thirties. They all had crew
cuts. [Laughter] They were all men. And they
really were all true American heroes. But
heroes come in every size and shape and
gender. Today we celebrate the falling away
of another barrier in America’s quest to con-
quer the frontiers of space and also to ad-
vance the cause of equality.

I’m proud to be here to congratulate Colo-
nel Eileen Collins on becoming the first
woman to command a space shuttle mission.
She may not fit the exact mold of 40 years
ago, but she clearly embodies the essential
qualities of all our astronauts, then and now,
the bold, restless, pioneering spirit that had
made our Nation great. And as we’ve already
heard, the story of her life is a story of chal-
lenges set and challenges met. That is also
the story of our space program.

When it comes to exploring space and the
unknown, the word ‘‘impossible’’ is not in our
vocabulary. We have always recognized the
limitless possibilities of seemingly impossible
challenges.

A generation ago, President Kennedy said
within a decade we would send an American
to the Moon and bring him safely back to
Earth. By 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin had left their footprints on the Moon.
We said, in our time, that we would visit the
planets of the solar system. And last Fourth
of July all Americans, with the help of a robot
called Sojourner, got a chance to rove the
surface of Mars and meet red rocks named
Scooby Doo and Barnacle Bill.

Thirty-six years after John Glenn made his
history-making space flight in a capsule the
size of a compact car, he’s not only going
back into space, but we are poised to build
an international space station the size of a
football field. America has indeed become,
as President Kennedy hoped, the world’s
leading spacefaring nation, a distinction we
must keep in the 21st century.

Colonel Collins will lead us in this effort,
commanding a mission to launch a telescope
that will allow us to peer into the deepest
reaches of outer space. Our balanced budget
for 1999 will support, in fact, 28 new space
missions, missions that will help us decipher
more of the mysteries of black holes, of an-
cient stars, and of our Earth itself. Indeed,
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